
AP United States History (APUSH) = A Normal Week in APUSH 
 

• We will be covering 41 chapters in a 36 week period.  We will be completing 1 chapter per 
week quite often, testing upon that chapter at the end of the week.  We may even cover 
multiple chapters during a week, especially during the time periods covered in 9th Grade 
History (beginning of US History to the Civil War – 1865). 

 
• A large portion of the work will be placed upon the student.  This course is designed to 

provide a college level experience and preparation for the AP Exam in May. The course is 
challenging, meant to be the equivalent of a freshman college course, and possibly earning 
college credit. 

 
• To be successful in this course and on the AP Exam, you will have to dedicate a large 

amount of time, ranging up to 8-10 hours per week of “outside the class” time.  
Remember, we are covering a time period that is split into two years at Fort Cherry (9th 
and 10th Grade History). 

 
• Example Week: 

 
1. Students will read the chapter and complete a study guide based upon that chapter 

(including matching, multiple choice, completion, short answer, etc.).  This work is 
outside the class work, with very limited in class time.   

 
2. Students will review and discuss information in class that pertains to the textbook 

and additional outside sources. 
 
3. Students will read, complete, and discuss DBQ’s (Document Based Questions) and 

FRQ’s (Free Response Questions) often.  These questions will require much writing, 
from the development of a good thesis, to the proper way of ending a historical 
paper.  In other words, your writing skills will also be tested.  The completion of 
these assignments will be done both in class and out of class.  Half of your AP US 
History test score is comprised of these types of questions. 

 
4. Chapter Test Completion, ranging from 40 to 60 questions. 

 
5. Introduction to the next chapter, assign the reading (ranging from 17-25 pages on 

average).   The process is then repeated. 
 

6. Additional assignments, class discussions, film segments, writings, class readings, 
historical novels, etc., will be used throughout the year.  Over extended breaks, 
expect chapter(s) to be assigned and/or projects to be given. 


