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Franklin D. Roosevelt 

(1882–1945) 

"…[W]e have nothing to fear but fear itself." 

—Franklin Delano Roosevelt 

Early Years 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt was born in Hyde Park, New York. 

As the only son in an affluent family, he was raised in genteel 

surroundings, receiving a private education at Groton, 

Harvard, and Columbia Law School. After graduating from 

Harvard, FDR married Eleanor Roosevelt, a distant cousin. 

The Path to the Presidency 

FDR, responding to his cousin President Theodore Roosevelt's 

call to public service, entered politics in 1910 when he won a 

seat in the New York State senate. In 1912, he threw his 

support to Woodrow Wilson's presidential candidacy, and 

when Wilson won the Presidency, he appointed FDR assistant 

secretary to the Navy. He was just thirty years old. He spent 

the next several years in the position, developing a reputation 

in Washington as an efficient and capable administrator. 

In 1920, FDR received the Democratic vice-presidential nomination, but lost
Republican, Warren G. Harding. He entered private enterprise and was struck down by 
polio less than a year after his defeat. It was not until 1928, with his election to governor 

of New York, that FDR fully re-entered public service. His two terms as governor were 

notable for his relief programs, which provided assistance to thousands of New Yorkers 

during the Depression. These successes at home led to his nomination as the Democratic 

presidential candidate in 1932. 

The Presidency 

FDR served longer than any other U.S. President served, from 1932 until his

1945. He led the nation through two of its greatest crises, the Great Depression and World 

War II. Roosevelt believed that government intervention was necessary to provide relief 

from the most incessant economic decline in the 20th century. He pioneered numerous 

programs and policies that eventually returned America to solid financial footing.

America's entry into World War II was precipitated by the Japanese attack on

on December 7, 1941. FDR was instrumental in coordinating Allied efforts in both the 

European and Pacific theaters. He met with Winston Churchill of Great Britain on many 

occasions to plot the defeat of the Axis powers. The war finally ended with the allied 
invasion of Normandy on June 6, 1944. Franklin Delano Roosevelt died the following year 

in Warm Springs, Georgia. 
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